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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at ST MARKS PARISH HALL, 
SCARISBRICK at 7.30pm on Monday 5th February 2024.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillor A Blundell (in the Chair) 
Councillor N Makin 
Councillor A Pickersgill 
Councillor S Roberts 
Councillor G Pratt 
 
Mrs J Smith (Clerk) in attendance 
 
There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
24/030  APOLOGIES:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr C Marshall, Councillor J Marshall and Councillor C Berks. 
 
24/031  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
24/032 MINUTES:  
 
It was resolved that: 
 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd January 2024 were a true record and should be 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
24/033  ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING:  
 
The meeting was not adjourned. 
 
24/034 PLANNING:  
 
Councillor Blundell did listen to the planning deliberations but did not vote on any planning application due to 
his membership of the WLBC Planning Committee. 
 

a) There were no planning applications to consider as there have not been any planning applications for 
Scarisbrick included on the WLBC weekly planning lists from 10th January to 31st January (inclusive). 
 

b) Planning appeal APP/P2365/W/23/3330230 was discussed. The objections and concerns by 
neighbouring properties were noted. 

 
It was resolved that: 
 
The Council will submit a response to HM Planning inspectorate by the deadline of 24th February 2024. 
 
24/035 S137 GRANT APPLICATIONS (CLLR BLUNDELL RESUMED THE CHAIR): 
 
The grant applications received were considered. 
 
It was resolved to: 
 
Award £150 to the Friends of Bescar Lane Station to support upgrade works and planting. 
 
Award £150 to St Marks Church to support maintenance, grass cutting etc. 
 
Clerk to action.  
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24/036  FINANCE:  
 
It was resolved to approve the following accounts for payment: 
 

 Payee Detail Amount 
Payable £ (inc 
VAT where 
applicable) 

Authority Payment 
Type 

1  J Smith The scheduled payment of the Clerk’s 
salary as per contract of employment for 
February 24. 

LGA 1972, 
s112 (2) 

Electronic 
(due 28th Feb 
24) 

2 Microsoft MS365 2nd Jan to 1st 
Feb . Due 1st Feb 

21.72 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Charge Card 

3 Parish Council 
Websites 

Website maintenance to 
repair and update 
website 

134.40 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Electronic 

4 J Smith Generic printer ink 
(Argos receipt 
attached) 

35.69 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Electronic 

5 Elan City SPID upgrade 
components (self-fit). 
Inv 01247. Funded 
from CIL monies 

1,040.11 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Electronic  

6  Elan City SPID upgrade – factory 
fitted. Inv 01352. 
Funded from CIL 
monies 

951.50 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Electronic 

7 St Marks Hire of parish hall – feb 
24 meeting 

30.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

8 – see 
note 1 

Friends of Bescar 
Lane Station 

Grant application 150.00 LGA 1972,s137 Electronic 

9 – see 
note 1 

St Marks Grant application 150.00 LGA 1972,s137 Electronic 

10 Trees Direct Silver Birch sapling for 
Coronation tree in 
Millennium Wood 

46.75 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Charge Card 

 
Note 1: Included subject to approval at agenda item 24/036 
 
24/037   SPC WEBSITE AND EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 
The SPC website and email address was discussed, and it was noted that it will be a mandatory requirement for 
the Council to have a ‘gov.uk email address for the 2024/25 financial year. 
 
The current SPC webhosting arrangement expires in September 2024 and there is a need to have a managed 
website so that the Council is able to access upgrades, maintenance and disaster recovery as needed. 
Additionally, the website required upgrade to meet current (and future) accessibility standards. 
 
The associated costs are as follows: 
Accessibility standards upgrade   £112.00 
.gov.uk domain name    £120.00 (for 2 years and £88 for 2 years thereafter) 
Managed website service     £21.85 per month 
 
It was resolved to: 
 

a) Progress with the new arrangements for the management and hosting of the SPC website as from 
1st April 2024.  

b) Move to a .gov.uk email account for the Council as from 1stApril 2024. 
c) Approve the associated costs. 
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24/038 PINFOLD PRIMARY SCHOOL CONSULTATION: to consider the consultation on proposed 
closure of Pinfold Primary and the Council’s response to it (attached) 

 
The consultation document was discussed, and it was noted that Pinfold School is scheduled to close on 31st 
March 2024 with Kingsbury School taking over the site from 1st April 2024. 
  
It was resolved that: 
 
Councillor Roberts will respond to the consultation, by the due date of 9th February 2024, on behalf of the 
Council.  
 
24/039 MORRIS DANCERS PHONE BOX (Cllr Roberts): to receive an update. 
Councillor Roberts provided details of his enquiries with L Carr Consultants regarding the repairs required to the 
phone box. 
 
It was resolved that: 
 
Councillor Roberts will obtain an itemised quote. 
 
This should be included on March agenda for further discussion regarding quoted repair costs and the 
purposes the phone box could be used for. 
 
24/040 NARROWMOSS LANE VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGN:  
 
The Council agreed, in principle, that a vehicle activated sign could usefully assist with speeding issues on 
Narrowmoss Lane. However further investigation and costing will be needed before any decision can be made. 
 
It was resolved that: 
 
The Road Traffic Working Group should be re-convened to investigate further and provide a costed proposal 
for further consideration by the Council. 
 
The RTWG updated Terms of Reference be approved. 
 
24/041 CLERKS REPORT: FOR INFORMATION 
 
The Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
24/042 COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 
 
Cllr Makin suggested that consideration be given to installing a food cupboard within the Parish – March agenda 
item. 
 
A suggestion was made that the Council could look to fund some drop-in CPR learning sessions for Scarisbrick 
residents - Clerk to investigate possibilities and costs with British Heart Foundation and report back – March 
agenda item. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:35pm 


