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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Bescar Lane Methodist Church at 
7.30pm on Monday 3rd July 2023.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillor A Blundell (in the Chair) 
Councillor C Berks 
Councillor N Makin 
Councillor C Marshall 
Councillor J Marshall 
Councillor A Pickersgill 
Councillor G Pratt  
Councillor S Roberts 
Councillor M Wood 
 
Mrs J Smith (Clerk) in attendance 
 
11 members of the public were in attendance. 
 
23/120   APOLOGIES:  
 
There were no apologies. 
 
23/121 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
 
There were no declarations. 
 
23/122 MINUTES:  
 
It was resolved that: 
 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th June 2023 were a true record and should be signed by 
the Chairman. 
 
23/123 ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING:  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:34pm. 
 
Members of the public spoke about issues affecting residents of Hillock Lane and Hillock Close in relation to 
the residential care/crisis centre facility located on Hillock Close. These issues had been brought to a previous 
SPC meeting but had since worsened. Residents have recently allegedly been subjected to threatening behaviour 
by a person armed with a knife. Police were called by several residents but did not immediately attend the scene 
as the incident was considered to be a mental health issue. The person involved has now been removed from the 
facility and residents have been advised that they will not be returning. However, residents are concerned that as 
the facility is now deemed a crisis centre the situation could occur again.  
Councillors agreed to again highlight the issues raised to WLBC and Lancashire County Council from an 
environmental health and planning perspective. Additionally, the Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner would 
be invited to attend a future SPC meeting so that he can respond directly to residents concerns. There will be a 
future SPC agenda item to provide an update. 
 
Members of the public spoke about Planning Application 2023/0471/FUL which is a full, planning application 
for the erection of a building to house a cosmetic manufacturing facility. This is a resubmission of planning 
application 2020/1092/FUL for which planning permission was refused as the proposed development conflicted 
with the NPPF and Policy GN1 in the West Lancashire Local Plan 2012-2027 DPD in that the proposal 
constituted inappropriate development resulting in harm to the openness of the Green Belt and would result in 
encroachment into areas of the countryside which are currently undeveloped. The submission failed to 
demonstrate very special circumstances sufficient to outweigh the identified harm. The subsequent planning 
appeal was dismissed. The resubmitted application appears to seek to address the reasons for refusal at Council 
and appeal levels. However, these centre on employment and location issues and do not appear to provide 
justification for building on the green belt. 
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Residents provided details of their concerns regarding the resubmitted application. Councillors advised that this 
application had not yet appeared on the WLBC Planning Lists and due to there not being an SPC meeting in 
August an extension to the response date would be requested so that it can be fully discussed at the SPC 
September meeting.  
 
The meeting was re convened at 8:35pm. 
 
23/124 PLANNING (CLLR BERKS TOOK THE CHAIR):  
 
Councillor Blundell did listen to the planning deliberations but did not vote on any planning application due to 
his membership of the WLBC Planning Committee 
 

a) The following application was considered, and the decision taken as shown:  
 

Reference Details Applicant Address Resolution 
2023/0236/FUL 
Response Date: 
30/06/23 
Extension 
requested 
08/06/23 

Demolition of existing 
agricultural building 
and construction of 
replacement 
agricultural building 

Mr Jordan Goldie Land Rear of Holly 
House, Southport 
Road, Scarisbrick, 
Lancashire. 

No objection 

2023/0501/OUT 
Response Date: 
21/07/23 

Outline - Construction 
of 2 pairs of affordable 
semidetached houses 
including details of 
access and layout. 
(Some matters 
reserved) 

Ms Sharon Stevens Land Adjacent To 24, 
Snape Green, 
Scarisbrick, 
Lancashire, . 

Objection 
There are 
existing 
drainage issues 
with water lying 
on the road. 
Additional 
houses will 
increase traffic 
on a narrow 
lane which is 
already subject 
to heavy traffic. 

 
b) The Mona Offshore Wind Project was discussed. 

 
It was resolved that: 
 
The Parish Council will not respond to the consultation. 
 
23/125 FINANCE (CLLR BLUNDELL RESUMED THE CHAIR): 
 

a) It was resolved to approve the following accounts for payment:  
 

 Payee Detail Amount 
Payable £ 
(inc VAT 
where 
applicable) 

Authority Payment 
Type 

1  J Smith The scheduled payment of the Clerk’s 
salary as per contract of employment for 
July23. 

LGA 1972, 
s112 (2) 

Electronic 
(due 31st 
July 2023) 

2 J Smith The scheduled payment of the Clerk’s 
salary as per contract of employment for 
August 23. (included for approval due to 
there not being an SPC meeting in August. 

LGA 1972, 
s112 (2) 

Electronic 
(due 30th 
August 
2023) 
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3 Friends of Bescar 
Station 

Grant for replacement of 
vandalised items 

100.00 LGA 
1972,s137 

Electronic 
9th June – 
details 
attached 

4 B&Q Long hasp combination 
padlocks for SPIDs – 
B&Q receipt attached 

34.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Credit Card 
7th June 
2023 

5 – see 
Note1 

Octopus DCS Repairs and painting of 
Southport Rd wooden bus 
shelter. Inv 1754 

450.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

6 Judith Smith Generic Ink – ebay receipt 
attached 

29.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

7 Bescar Lane 
Methodist Church 

Meeting room hire (pro-
forma invoice) – July 
2023 

30.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

8 Microsoft  MS365 2nd June to 1st 
July. Due 2nd July. Inv: 
E0200NVY8U  

21.72 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Credit Card 
– due 2nd 
July 

9 Microsoft MS365 2nd July to 1st 
August. Due 2nd August. 
Included for approval due 
to there not being an SPC 
Meeting in August. 

21.72 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Credit Card 
– due 2nd 
August 

10 – see 
Note 2 

ElanCity 2 solar SPiDs and kit for 
Southport Rd installation. 
Inv SAJ-UK/2023/01127 

5255.98 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

11 – see 
Note 3 

Octopus DCS Installation of owl and 
bird boxes in Millennium 
Wood. 

290.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

12 – see 
Note 4 

Yates 
Playgrounds 

SPID Moving April 23 to 
Jun 23 £220 per month. 

660.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

13 CSI Products 20 Flood Hydrosacks. 
Purchase approved at June 
SPC meeting. Min 23/104. 
Inv 007097. 

234.60 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Credit Card 

14 SLCC Clerk Webinar ‘Agendas 
and Minutes’ as agreed at 
appraisal. Inv BK211050-
1 

72.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

15 M Winnard Bus shelter cleaning June 
23 Inv 163 

450.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

16 Judith Smith Travel Claim March to 
June 23 

20.25 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

 
Note 1: The original quote of £285 was exceeded as the contractor was requested to also apply preservative to 
the inside and outside surfaces of the shelter during the repair works. 
Note 2: This purchase was approved at SPC April Meeting (min 23/069) based on a quotation of £5,148.37 (exc 
column costs) with funding from CIL monies. An updated quotation was received for £4,379.98 (exc vat)– and 
this was included on the May Finance list. The supplier invoice has now been received and is include above for 
completeness and reconciliation to the July cash book.  
Note 3: As there is not an SPC meeting in August this is included for payment approval pending satisfactory 
installation of the boxes and receipt of supplier invoice.  
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Note 4: As there is not an SPC meeting in August this is included for payment approval pending receipt of 
supplier invoice for the April to June quarter.  
 
The increase in the MS365 subscription from £19.92 to £21.72 per month (increase of £1.80) was approved. 
 

b) The remittance received was noted: 2nd June – WLBC £1,447 Concurrent Grant Funding (1st 
Instalment) 
 

23/126 SOUTHPORT RD – PEDESTRIAN REFUGE:  
 
The issue was discussed and it was recognised that the length of Southport Rd between Jacksmere Lane and Bullens Lane 
does not have a pedestrian refuge.  
 
It was resolved that: 
 
The Parish Council contact LCC Highways to establish whether they would be prepared to install a 
pedestrian refuge to assist pedestrians to cross the road. Clerk to action. 
 
23/127 SPID REMOTE MONITORING AND DATA COLLECTION:  
 
The quotes for data and monitoring services available from ElanCity were considered. It was noted that the 2 older SPIDs 
would need to be returned to the factory for upgrade whilst the 2 newer SPIDs could be done as DIY. The quote for the 
upgrade of the 2 older SPIDs was £792.92, and for the 2 newer SPIDs £391.56. Additionally, there will be subscription costs 
of £475.20 per year for access to the web platform that will provide access to data, some settings and diagnosis tools. 
 
Councillors raised concerns over the poor mobile phone signals in some parts of Scarisbrick and requested the Clerk to 
confirm with ElanCity that the data collection would be successful in view of this. 
 
It was resolved that: 
 
Subject to receiving assurances from ElanCity concerning the identified data collection issue, the Council 
would proceed with the purchase of the necessary equipment, upgrades and subscriptions to enable remote 
data collection and monitoring for all the SPID units owned by the Council. 
 
23/128 SPC LALC REPRESENTATIVE:  
 
The Parish Council currently has 1 representative (Cllr Makin) on the LALC Area Committee, and a vacancy for another 
representative. Cllr Roberts offered to become a representative. 
 
It was resolved that: 
 
Cllr Roberts be appointed at LALC representative. Clerk to advise LALC Secretary. 
 
 
23/129 SCARISBRICK GARDENING AND SCARECROW COMPETITIONS 2023:  
 
Judging arrangements, and availability of the Vegetable Plot trophy, were confirmed. 
 
 
23/130 MILLENNIUM WOOD:  

a) the information received from the volunteer tree wardens regarding Coronation tree planting was discussed 
and will be used when tree planting takes place in the Autumn.  
 

b)  It was resolved to: 
 

 Invite the volunteer tree wardens to the SPC September meeting to present the historical information they 
have prepared. Clerk to action. 

 
23/131 SPC MEETING VENUES: 
 
 It was noted that meeting room bookings had been confirmed for September 2023 to January 2024 but that these 

are subject to change due to planned refurbishment works. 
 
It was resolved that: 
 
The Clerk approach further venues to establish availability and cost and report to September SPC meeting. 
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23/132 COUNCILLOR VACANCY: 
 
It was noted that the vacancy can now be filled by co-option and notices have been placed in noticeboards and 
on website.   
 
23/133 CLERKS REPORT:  
 
The Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
23/134 COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 
None 
 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:55pm 


