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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Scarisbrick Village Hall at 
7.30pm on Monday 9th January 2023.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillor J Herbert (in the Chair) 
Councillor A Blundell 
Councillor J Marshall  
Councillor N Makin 
Councillor C Berks  
Councillor M Wood 
Councillor S Roberts 
Councillor A Pickersgill 
 
Mrs J Smith (Clerk) in attendance 
 
There were four members of the public present 

 
23/001 APOLOGIES:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr C Marshall and Cllr S Brake, and County Councillors E Pope and D 
O’Toole. The Chair informed the meeting that Councillor Brake has submitted her resignation. 
 
 
23/002 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
 
Cllr S Roberts declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning application 2022/1305/FUL 
 
23/003 MINUTES:  
 
It was resolved that: 
 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th December 2022 were a true record and should be 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
23/004 ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING:  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32pm 
 
A member of the public relating to flooding at the Mushroom Factory site. Work is progressing with large 
quantities of concrete being laid that appears to be for the erection of polytunnels for which planning permission 
has not yet been given (this was deferred to the January WLBC Planning Meeting) and water is running off into 
neighbouring land. Drainage pipes appear to be going uphill and pumps are being used on site and are causing a 
noise issue which has been reported to the WLBC Environmental Health Department. 
 
There are also concerns about the impact of the flooding further downstream. 
 
The Parish Council will write to WLBC Planning Dept and the Lead Local Flood Authority to raise these 
concerns with them 
 
The meeting was re convened at 7:53pm 
 
 
23/004 PLANNING:  
 
The following applications were considered, and the decisions taken as shown:  
 
Reference Details Applicant Address Resolution 
2022/1043/FUL Demolition of 

existing 
Mr Jon 
Brookfield 

Primrose Hill House, 
Asmall Lane, 

No objection 
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Response 
deadline: 
06/01/23 
Extension 
granted to asap 
following SPC 
meeting. 
 

conservatory at the 
rear of the property 
and erection of a 
single storey side / 
rear extension to 
incorporate an open 
plan living, kitchen 
and dining space. 
Enclosing existing 
canopy at the front 
of the dwelling to 
create a Porch. 
Replacing window 
in main dwelling to 
a picture window 
and adding 3 
Conservation roof-
lights to the main 
roof 

Scarisbrick, Ormskirk, 
Lancashire 

2022/1250/FUL 
Response 
deadline: 
13/01/23 

Single storey rear 
extension 

Mrs Lisa 
Maines 

68 Bescar Brow Lane, 
Scarisbrick, Ormskirk, 
Lancashire, L40 9QG. 

No objection 

2022/1297/FUL 
Response 
deadline: 
13/01/23 

New two storey 
and single side 
extension with new 
porch to front. 
Alterations to 
existing front and 
rear windows with 
new roof to 
existing rear 
extension. Existing 
& Proposed to be 
rendered and tiled 
roof 

Mr Andrew 
Benson 

21 Hillock Lane, 
Scarisbrick, Ormskirk, 
Lancashire, L40 9QA. 

No comment 

2022/1274/FUL 
Response 
deadline: 
27/01/23 

Replacement and 
extension of 
existing rear 
extension to form 
accessible bedroom 
and associated 
external access 
ramp 

Mr Robert 
Howard 

39 Woodmoss Lane, 
Scarisbrick, Ormskirk, 
Lancashire, L40 9RJ. 

No objection 

2022/1284/FUL 
Response 
deadline: 
27/01/23 
 

Construction of a 
single storey rear 
extension 
following 
demolition of rear 
outrigger and 
conservatory. 

Mr Gary 
Beecham 

234 Southport Road, 
Scarisbrick, 
Southport, Lancashire, 
PR8 5LF 

No objection 
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2022/1305/FUL 
Response 
deadline: 
27/01/23 
 
 

Change of use of 
barn to dwelling 

Mr John 
Forshaw 

Barn Adjacent to 
Bescar House Barn, 
174 Bescar Lane, 
Scarisbrick, Ormskirk, 
Lancashire 

No comment 

2022/1309/FUL 
Response 
deadline: 
27/01/23 
 
 

Two storey 
extension to rear of 
the existing house 
and large single 
storey extension to 
rear with dormer 
extension to the 
second floor roof 
area. 

Jane Quinn Old Midge Hall Farm, 
Wyke Wood Lane, 
Scarisbrick, 
Southport, Lancashire. 

No comment 

 
 
23/005 FINANCE:  
 
It was resolved to approve the following accounts for payment:  

 
 Payee Detail Amount 

Payable £ 
(inc VAT 
where 
applicable) 

Authority Payment 
Type 

1 J Smith The scheduled payment of the 
Clerk’s salary as per contract of 
employment for January 23. 
 

LGA 1972, 
s112 (2) 

Electronic 

2 J Smith Remembrance 
Service refreshments 
(receipt attached) 

19.83 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Electronic 

3 J Smith Printer Ink (Receipt 
attached) 

14.50 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Electronic 

4 Ian Cropper Interim Internal Audit 
Fee. Inv 051222 

150.00 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) 

Electronic 

5 Lloyds Charge 
Card 

Charge Card Fee Dec 
23 

3.00 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Direct 
Debit 

6 Scarisbrick 
Village Hall 

Meeting Hall Hire 
Oct to Dec 2022. Inv 
143 

96.00 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Electronic 

7 HMRC  PAYE/NI Oct 22 to 
Dec 22 

738.80 LGA 1972, 
s112(2) 

Electronic 

8 Asgard Secure 
Steel Storage, 
1392 Leeds 
Road, 
Bradford, 
BD3 7AE 

2 High Security 
Storage Units (10% 
discount). Inv 
PF48945 

1,453.01 LGA 1972, 
s111(1) 

Electronic 
(payment 
in advance 
required) 
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9 Microsoft MS365 2nd Oct to 1st 
Nov. Inv : 
E0200KPJHN 

19.92 LGA 1972, 
s111 (1) Credit 

Card 
(payment 
due 1st Feb 
23 

 
 
23/007 SPC WORKING GROUPS:  

ROAD TRAFFIC WORKING GROUP:   
 

The minutes of RTWG Meeting 12th December 2023 were noted. 
 
It was noted that the installation of 2 SPID columns, at locations to be identified by RTWG in conjunction with 
Lancashire County Council Highways Dept, was approved at the SPC December meeting and that authority had 
been delegated to the Clerk, as the Proper Officer of the Council, to arrange purchase and installation of columns 
within the available budget. 
 
It was resolved to: 
 
Seek approval and advice from LCC to install 2 SPID mounting columns (including solar panels) on 
Southport Rd (Cllr Makin) 

  
23/008 WLBC CAPITAL FUNDING 2023-24: 
 
There was some discussion regarding potential projects for which a bid could be submitted.  
 
It was resolved to: 
 
Defer this item to PC February meeting. 
 
 
23/009 REVIEW OF SPC FINANCIAL REGULATIONS & STANDING ORDERS:  
 
The revisions made were reviewed and some further required amendments were identified for inclusion. 
 
It was resolved to: 
 
Approve the updated financial regulations and standing orders subject to the additional amendments being 
made. 
 
23/010 INTERNAL AUDIT INTERIM REPORT – LALC GUIDANCE: 
 
The guidance received from LALC was considered and is appended to these minutes for information. 
The internal auditor’s position is noted. 
 
It was resolved that: 
 
This Council finds no reason to be concerned regarding the lawfulness of decisions resulting from the 
agenda instruction “to consider” 
 
23/011 SPC NEWSLETTER:  
 
Due to the Christmas break progress on this has been delayed. 
 
It was resolved that: 
 
The editorial group will provide update at SPC February meeting. 
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23/012 MORRIS DANCERS RED PHONE BOX (COUNCILLOR MAKIN):  
 
Councillors thanked Cllr Makin for her work on this. 
 
It was resolved that: 
 
Cllr Makin should commence obtaining resident views on potential uses through social media and website 
 
23/013 MILLENNMIUM WOOD TREE WORKS AND HEDGE CUTTING: 
 
It was resolved to: 
 
Accept the quotation for the tree works and hedge cutting. Clerk to inform contractor to commence works 
which are expected to be complete by end of February. 
 
23/014 CLERKS REPORT: FOR INFORMATION  
 
The Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
23/015 COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
Councillor Marshall raised the condition of the trees overhanging the road in Dam Wood. The Clerk advised that 
LCC have advised that they are contacting the relevant landowners. 
 
Councillor Herbert advised that County Councillor Pope has advised that there is £500 available for community 
organisations for the 2022/23 financial year. The Clerk was requested to seek further detail as to the application 
process, purpose of the funding and the criteria for approval and circulate to Councillors. This will be included 
on February agenda. 
 
Councillors noted that there had been an RTA in the current B5242 roadworks where a contractor had been 
struck by a car.  
 
CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS - members of the public may be excluded under the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 on grounds of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted.  
 
It was resolved to exclude the public at 8:26pm 
 
23/016  PARISH CLERK APPRAISAL:  
 
It was resolved to: 
 
Affirm the Council’s commitments to the personal development of the Clerk 
 
Approve an incremental uplift to the Clerk’s salary with effect from 1st April 2023as per her contract of 
employment. 
 
CLOSURE OF MEETING: The Chair closed the meeting at 8:37pm 
 
23/010 Further Information 
'To consider...' is widely used and so acceptable for many Councils of varying sizes and tiers. Legislation does 
not supply us with phrases or words to use but, if you see below, NALC regularly uses to consider in its 
examples. If Council is very concerned or, wish to tweak the wording it could always be added to ie, to consider 
the report and make decisions...; or to consider report and decide on the options... The report forms part of the 
agenda and, if the report is clear that there are decisions to be made, or options offered to decide upon then there 
can't be any misunderstandings. In the NALC LTN No 5, point 23 it refers Clerks to the Book called Local 
Councils Explained, pages 161-162 as an agenda example - this example also uses 'To consider' a few times both 
on general items and financial items. (scan of pgs 161, 162 attached, blue agenda example). LTN 5 point 64. is 
relevant regarding minutes as it says: "64. The style and appearance of the minutes of a meeting are not subject 
to statutory requirements. In NALC’s view, the content of the minutes should be informative and relevant, yet 
concise. 


