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SCARISBRICK PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 - Explanations of negative responses. 

 

Assertion 2: 

The Council’s annual review of fixed assets is normally conducted in March in 

conjunction with a report detailing the conclusions of the Council’s annual asset 

inspection. This informs the annual insurance renewal which is due in June.  

The inspection was delayed this year due to the coronavirus outbreak. However, the 

review of fixed assets has since taken place and adjustments were thereby 

incorporated into the Council’s insurance schedule.  

 

Assertion 6: 

The Council approved an audit plan and appointed an internal auditor for the 

2019/20 financial year. Proper practice also requires that all necessary steps are 

taken to facilitate the work of those conducting the internal audit, including making 

available all relevant documents and records. In his report the auditor comments that 

the terms of the audit plan have not been followed by the RFO and this appears to 

revolve mainly around the supply of documentation described above.  

The Council’s audit plan requires an interim (non-statutory) audit to be performed in 

October which takes the form of a limited assurance review of financial records. 

However, the interim audit was not performed because the auditor was not provided 

with the required documentation by the RFO. However, the statutory end-of-year 

audit has been satisfactorily concluded and commented upon accounts that have 

been maintained to a high standard and which provided a clear audit trail.  

The Council is currently in the process of recruiting a new RFO. Early training of the 

new incumbent will be made available as necessary to ensure compliance with 

governance procedures, including timely provision of financial records for audit 

requirements. Key events will also be diarised as an aide memoire.   

 

 

 


